
National Museum 
Boerhaave

Mieneke te Hennepe

Collecting
medicalheritage
The Netherlands 





Mission statement
Museum Boerhaave

Reinforcethe public support for sciencein the
Netherlands

National Museum Boerhaave introduces you (the 
visitor) to the intriguing world of science. Based on 
historical stories and objects you learn about 
passionate scientists. You will discover what they 
have achieved and how this is affecting the world 
today. You will be inspired and encouraged to 
broaden your view. You understand that science is 
invaluable for our lives.



Levels collectingpolicies

National
Regional
Historical
Themes





Collectionplan Museum Boerhaave
Museum Boerhaave collects, managesand
presents the historyof the natural sciences
andmedicinebasedon objects, tekst and
images.

- Objects, archives, books, prints (images)
- Dutch CulturalHeritage Agency-> criteria 
- Selectioncriteria Museum Boerhaave
- Collection evaluation

- Themes
- Historicallines(existingcollectinglines), new fields defined, 

context







Examplesdistinctiveareasof 
collectingfor Museum Boerhaave

- Currentinnovations
- National institutes
- Research in companies 
- Collectionsformer museums
- Private collectors




